




NGR.Ltd Feedback 

1.1 As stated in the feedback a similar system was used on a previous project 
and described as ‘good’, for what reason would the system not be 

recommended for heavy cages because if the connection can carry the 
load, the system works. 

1.2 Both systems, SuperLatch from RCL and QuickSplice from AMCS, require 
an element of manual handling. Our idea of the NGR Supercatch system is to 
significantly minimise the risk created to operatives when splicing cages; our 
system is fitted from the outside of the cage, which prevents operatives from 

inserting their hands and arms inside the cage. The biggest risk for both 
methods from RCL and AMCS, is the barring system of the lower cage as the 
top cage is supported by the crane. In both systems the failure mode will be 

the bar or the upper support band of the lower cage, the band can be 
designed from weld calculations but still relies on the QA/QC of the weld. The 
bar that supports the cage can be calculated but again will rely on human 
interference to ensure that it is installed correctly. So the fact is the risk is the 

support of the lower cage, NOT how the connection is made surely. 

1.3 See above response. 

1.4 No Relevance in the use of the quick splice systems. 

2 The lifting aspects of any cage are under the guidance of the contractor 
on site, any lifting bands can be designed for the forces of the lift from a 

crane or rig. The lift plan should address other matters. 

3.1 NGR.Ltd offers the alternative of using a securing pin in the Supercatch 
System so that clients have the option of choosing a cheaper yet effective 

method. The securing pin would be used in instances where lighter cages are 
required. If the cage is a heavier weight, the client would then have to go 
with the set screw and nut, due to a greater safety factor and that it can 

resist heavier loads. 

3.2 All aspects of our NGR Supercatch System have been checked by 
calculation on proof testing by load. If any of the components that make up 
the system had any major/significant risks, we as NGR.Ltd would never offer 
the splice system to our clients in the first place because our client’s safety 

means as much to us, as it does to them. The band should NEVER be induced 
into bending from cage lifting, as the cage should have a tandem lift if the 

cage is that long. If cages are only being lifted by single lift, the worst 
moment is at maximum curvature; if the welds fail then all forces are 

translated to the support bands but by this time the lift should have been 



aborted. It would be the piling contractor to decide upon the nature of the 
lift so not causing undue stress in the cage. 

3.3 The use of any splicing system is down to individual preference and value 
for money if all boxes are ticked. Not all designs look good/perfect when they 
are newly introduced to the market, for example Continuous Flight Augering 
was frowned upon when it was first introduced into the UK, however now it’s 
the main form of piling; the design was checked and verified to work, so it 

comes down to choice of what system is used. 

3.4 See above response. 

3.5 Our NGR Supercatch System does need a degree of manual handing; 
however this handing is based on the outside of the cage, therefore the risk 

and danger of finger entrapment is minimised by a significant extent. The 
trapping of fingers and hands will always be a concern if the recent online 

videos of all the main market systems show that hands are used to move the 
cage. Like most things it has to be managed correctly and if so, it then 

becomes safe to use. 

3.6 No response. 

4 Our NGR Supercatch System has proven to be quick with other projects we 
have undertaken so there wouldn’t be any reason for the process to take 

any longer than it should do. This once again comes to the point of how the 
splice is managed on site; it can only become difficult if it is not processed 
and handled correctly - this is the same with other splice systems from RCL 

and AMCS. 

5 No response. 

6 No relevance. 

 

 

   


