
 
 
 

COMMERCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT FOR PRESENTATION AT THE QUARTERLY 
MEETING ON 12th February 2019 

 
Date of Reported Meeting: Thursday 29th November 2018 
Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 28th February 2019 
 
FPS 3rd Quarter Statistics 
It was felt that the market has remained static, with jobs being consistently held back, however it was noted the uncertainty 
around Brexit may be affecting the decisions of larger companies to wait until decisions on Brexit deals have been made. 
Some members of the Committee felt it may be HS2 which is influencing companies rather than Brexit. It was noted from 
one member that site investigation and demolition has started to become busy, but this increase has not shown in Piling yet.  
 
Promotion of the FPS 
The group continues to invite someone who would not normally get access to the level of commercial discussion that takes 
place, three guests were welcomed. The group reviewed a further draft of the ‘why use an FPS Member?’ leaflet drafted by 
Debbie Darling. It was noted it has been amended with the sentiment of quality and value for money, however it was also 
noted that the draft was repetitive about the registration system, Debbie Darling has been requested to amend with more 
consistency regarding the audit. The Committee have suggested there should be research commissioned to present 
information which highlights the benefits of quality over price.   
 
Fair Certification Position Paper 
The Committee was in the process of producing a position paper that sets out the issues and remedies, however it was 
noted it is a difficult topic. It was agreed to request Debbie Darling produce an editorial piece rather than continuing with a 
position paper. The Chair will send Debbie Darling points on why fair certification matters.  
 
Early Payment Funding Schemes Position Paper 
The Commercial Committee have been discussing the issues surrounding Early Payment Schemes and producing a position 
paper. Ian Alcorn put together a starting point for a position paper on Early Payment Schemes to highlight pitfalls and set out 
a position that the FPS does not want to engage. The paper is being progressed.  
 
Build UK/PQQ 
Jenny House attended the meeting to talk on ‘Seven Deadly Sins’ bad behaviours and terms. Build UK have identified terms 
that are being seen in contracts and that Contractors feel are unfair. From this Build UK will be producing a best practice 
guidance, it was noted there will be a soft launch in the Spring.  
 
Jenny also gave the committee an update on the PQQ, she reported that Build UK are at the point where they have agreed 
the questions, it is expected that next year they will roll out the industry adoption.  
 
Under the scheme organisations such as Achilles will be the data collection/accreditation body and will put this into a central 
database for Tier 1s etc to access. There is an option for the FPS to become an accreditation body, so that the PQQ data 
registration is covered in the cost of Membership. However, the FPS need to consider how the FPS audit relates to the PQQ 
process. It was noted this could be a benefit to be an FPS member. The Commercial Committee were not positive about 
non-member companies being accredited by the FPS; it was agreed to enquire whether the FPS could choose to only 
accredit members or influence the questions.  
 
JCT Report 
The JCT meeting clashed with the previous FPS Commercial meeting, David Colven explained he would attend the next one 
and send his report to the FPS. It was reported that David Colven was retiring at the end of the year. The FPS will be 
represented by Steve Wood, BBGE.  
 
 


