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Date of Reported Meeting: Thursday 1st November 2018 
Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 21st March 2019 
 
Seatbelts on Piling Rigs 
Previously there was discussion as to whether seatbelts were protecting a rig operator or whether they were 
preventing his/her escape during a tipping incident or a fire. John Underwood at HSE was consulted and he 
said it is up to industry if rigs should have seatbelts although he did also note that if seatbelts are fitted by 
manufacturers then they should be worn.  
FPS members were asked to report on the last five years of incidents reporting if any rigs have fallen over and 
state whether the operator was wearing a seatbelt or not and whether they were injured or not, with this 
information, an FPS policy could be based around facts.  It was noted FPS members had not responded to the 
request therefore it was agreed that there is a clear conclusion from discussion and from John Underwood at 
HSE that if safety equipment is fitted then it should be used and no further guidance would be given at this 
time. 
 
Rod and Auger Handling 
The FPS has taken the position that wherever reasonably practical, handling of augers, casings and rods 
during mini-piling and other specialist geotechnical operations shall be achieved by either of the following 
methods: a mechanised tool-handling system be fitted to the rig, for example a carousel, magazine; or a 
mechanised tool-handling device that can be attached to supporting equipment, such as an excavator's quick-
hitch. It was noted that not enough progress is being made to implement and also source a solution to the 
issue of handling augers. A working group has been formed being led by Andy Egglesden to push this issue 
forward developing ideas and solutions and the implementation of the FPS position. 
 
Exclusion Zones 
It was noted that a working group has been set up to look at Exclusion Zones and will be moving forward in the 
next quarter. 
 
Mutual Recognition of Rig Driver Qualifications 
It was reported that the EFFC is looking to set up a European Rig Operator License that accredits training that 
meets a common minimum standard. This will allow for cross-border recognition of licenses. In the UK, the 
CPCS/CSCS would need to recognise the scheme.   
It was noted that the group are making good progress and have shaped what the standard should be. Once 
the group pull together the required questions, these will be sent to EFFC members for review.   
 
 
EN16228 
It was reported that the second part of the EN16228 has been amended and redrafted by the CEN WG; the 
redraft proposed lowering the guard height. It was noted that the amendments have been reviewed by the 
BDA and the FPS. It was also noted that the UK were not happy with the changes to the wording of the section 
on rig guarding.  There will be a review in January to look at any comments and HSE have said they do not 
want any part of the rig to be unprotected.   
 
Exclusion Zones 
It was agreed that going forward the Plant Group would meet twice a year in March and September. Two key 
issues to move forward are Rod and Auger handling plus Rig Operator standards, assessments etc. 
 
 
 
 
 


