
 

SAFETY ALERT  
Date: Sept 2018                Safety Alert No. 2018 .10 

   Cleaning of Concrete Hoses / Dealing with Blockages  
       
 

This Alert must be delivered  by 30 Sept 2018 using the  Van-Elle App. 
 

For any queries regarding this safety alert, or issues involving Health, Safety & Environmental matters please 
contact your immediate supervisor/manager in the first instance. You can also contact the HSQE Dept. on: 
01773 580580.   
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This safety alert is issued following a RIDDOR reportable injury within the Specialist Piling Division. 

The Piling crew had received a set of hoses from the yard which they quickly found out had hardened concrete inside from 
a previous job. They persevered and cleaned the hoses and decided to push a cleaning ball through the rig pipework just to 
make sure the whole system was clear. Unfortunately, some of the hardened concrete had made its way into the pipework 
on the rig, and whilst cleaning out, the crew experienced another blockage.  

After releasing air from the system using the valve on the wash out adaptor, one crew member unclipped the clamp from 
the pipework. An unknown build up of pressure from the system, ejected the wash out adaptor backwards striking the 
injured person on the foot. 

A second person suffered ear trauma from the ejected air. 
Key findings of the investigation: 
 The piling crew were having to deal with dirty equipment that had not 

been cleaned correctly by previous users 
 The Injured Person believed he had depressurised the system so did not 

maintain an exclusion zone and stood in the line of trajectory  
 The opening of the valve had not fully released the build up of pressure 

within the system.  
 The joint being opened was not fitted with a restraint to prevent 

whipping  
Corrective action etc 

 If you are involved in the cleaning of hoses or dealing with blockages, follow the Van Elle Concrete Pumping 
Procedures. If you do not have a copy, speak to your Line Manager. 

 When dealing with potential blockages, always treat the system as pressurised and maintain an exclusion zone when 
opening any joint 

 Any joint being opened in removal of a blockage must be restrained to prevent whipping. Bolted joints must only be 
loosened off and not removed fully. This will ease the pressure slowly.  

 Any person opening a joint must wear a full face visor 

 DO NOT stand directly alongside, or in-line with the joint being broken. Stand at a distance & use a tool to open joints 
if possible. 

 Drain concrete from hoses by GRAVITY. Dot use compressed air to clear blockages. If the blockage cannot be cleared, 
remove & replace the blocked hose. 

 Anyone involved in dealing with blockages shall be rebriefed on the revised concrete pumping procedures 

There are a number of designs of wash out adaptors in use.   

Going forward, there will be a standard type issued which is fitted 
with two large valves, and a pressure gauge  

 

This accident could have been prevented. If you are using any item of equipment, ensure that it is cleaned 
thoroughly after use. 

If equipment cannot be cleaned correctly it must be quarantined until it has been addressed 

Equipment must not be sent out of the yards if it is not fit for purpose 

 


